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Offspring of Takhi raised in Japan will return to Mongolia
Once believed to be extinct, Takhi horses now receive international support

B. Oyundelger,
The Mongol Messenger

At the initiative of Mongolia’s
President. the International T
ouq_ a(lgx organized an activity to
horses and give three young
Takm to Japan’s Tama zoological
In February 2013. the three

horses were ed from Zurich,
Switzerland to TOQO Special homes
were built at Tama Park for the Takhi
horses and Tokyo city administration
funded this_acfivity with a purpose
to raise the Takhi horses and transfer
their o g back to their native
cot

umg:,na zoologlcal park is to

anize an event for increasing the
zoological animals with Mongolxan
Takhi horses and opening a
extension of the zoo on Aj 26—27
Professor Chris Walzer, Director
for research at the Research Institute
of Wildlife Ecoiglgy of the University
of etennary edicine in Vienna,

d of
ITG Mongoha are cipate
in an event to mhoduce ‘ggm s
of reintroducing Takhi
Mongolia as well as rtsulls of thc
project.

In 1999, the International Takhi
(}rgup was founded in Switzerland

to

Home on the range

Unique and beautiful Takhi horses under care and protection

the project, finance and coordinate
activities of participants, and conducts
activity for Mongolia through its
office” in Ulaanbaatar. The ITG
;Eun Ses researchers.

With a se to increase the
head of T: orses, and improve
the bloodline of the herd the has
been th Takhi breedi P

Tal at the edge of the Great Gobi ‘B’
SPA.

The logistics of these first
trans were very difficult and
I)oumcy was long and
exhzustmg ve years later, in 1997,
a harem group was released into the
\vxld from the adaptation enclosures,
andm1999thcﬂrstfoalswm
successfully raised in the wild. Until
2004 atotal of 89 horses from various
200s were brought to the

centers and. zoolog:cal parks of" fomgn

counmesand amzedtransPonn
of Takhi horses to Takhin Tal. Thanks
to their efforts, the head of Takhi
horses has increased to about 80
within two years.

The T: horse is an origina
Mongolian animal. In the 1800s, \vorld
researchers considered that Takhi
horses had became extinct. In 1876,
M. Przewalski

the 1960s and researchers determine
it was caused climate, nature and
human factors. About 100 years ago.
Europeans took man‘y ‘Takhi foals from
Zuungarin Gobi of Mongolia to be
raised in zool%ml parks of Eur
countries and Northern America which
helped Takhi horses to survive.

Since five T horses were
first brought with support of the
Christian Oswald Fund to Takhin Tal.
B&fat Soum of Gobi-Altai Aimag in
1992, more Takhi horses have been
transported to Mongolia. As of January
2009 Mongolia had had over 140 head

horses. But it declined to 49
due to the dzud disaster that occurred
in the winter of 2009-2010. Some 32
percent of Takhi horses in Takhi Tal
were brought from abroad while 68
percent are Takhi horses were born
and raised in Zuungarin Gobi.

“Reintroducing Takhi horse is not
for Takhi only. but an activity very
wponant for the regional ecosystenm.
ithin this project. integrated research
projects dealing with the Asiatic
wi d ass, grey wolf. wild Bactrian
camel. various rodent species and
vegetation are being implement
said N. Enkhsaikhan,

head of the ITG

Mongolia.
e color of the Przewalski’s
horse ranges from owish to

reddish-brown with white nostrils. It
features a compact body with a strong
neck and heavy limbs’ The shoulder
height ranges from125 to 147 cm and
it weighs between 240 and 300 kg. The
Takhi’s mane stands upright. From the
mane to the tail there is a dark dorsal
a& Unlike domestic horses, the
s onset of the tail is prolonged
downwards. The short hair in summer
is replaced by longer hair with a very
thick sub-wool in the winter.

In 1992 the first group of captive-
born Takhi were selected from the
breeding Center Askania, Nova in the
Ukraine and then airlifted to Takhin

and another project in Mongolia.

Initially largely confined to
the north-eastern “comer of the
protected area. range use of the
reintroduced  horse  population
increased. Przewalski's horses are

conservative in their e use

Tang
tend to stay in the vicinity of the
release facilities. Therefore. a harem

group was successfully trans-located
to the Takhin Us water point about
120 km west of the original relgaﬂie
site to ion of the
dasmbustggsdnnge mm area. By
2009, Lhe Takhm Tal pog:lanon was
free-ranging and had grown to
ammals However, the winter of
2009/2010 inflicted severe losses. In
2012, the population was recorded at
75 animals.

Przewalski’s horse groups are
checked by ers once or
twice a week. The rangers are able to

mcogmze individual animals based
their arance and between
2001 and 8. an additional 15
Przewalski’s horses were tracked by
satellite telemetry.
The 9. km Great

000 ~ square

Gobi ‘B° SPA was chosen as the
re- umoducnon site. Established in
1975, it encompasses some 9,000 km?
of desert steppes and semi-deserts.
Plains in the east and rolling hills to
the west dominate the landsca
the mighty Altai Mountains ankmg

to the north. The Takhin Shar
Mountain in the south forms
the international border with China.
Elevations range from 1.000 to 2.840

meters above sea level. The climate is
continental. with long. cold \\'mters
and short, hot summers. erage
ture is a fng1d 1° Cand
the average annual rainfallis a mere 96
mm. The snow cover lasts an average
0f 97 days. The defining factor for this
cape is that rain snowfall
are highly wamble in spaoe and time.
Open water (rivers and springs) is
unevenly distributed with almost no
water in the central western part
of theF Splt}n
or this re-introduction program
to be successful in the long ng it has
to be embedded in a broader context of
ecosystemconservation. Horsesas well
as the far-s ran.gngAsxauc (Mongolian)
wild ass us hemionus) were fitted
wnh sat k:ckmg co! in order
to sition, home
range and habnat erences. At the
onset, data collection was restricted to
the eastern part of the SPA: but today.
the spatial scale encompasses the
entire Gobi region in Mongolia and
northern Xingjian in
In order to stxengﬂ:en Cross-
cnumxy co— tion in  nature
ewalski horses were
tmnsponed from China to Mongolia in

2012. The border strip between China
Eobi M“”?am‘“ popsiaied aad touid
is ted and co
ggumal conney ct the two Great
B SPAs (together 53.000
km?®) in Mongolia with the Kaamaili
reserve (18300 km?®) in China
where there are presently initiatives
to re-introduce Przewalski horses.
managed in concert, the area could
g_mentlally constitute a central Asian
Peace Park and
thus be one of the largest continuous
Egtectcdareasmtheworli added N

In 1999. the ITG was established
as a nongovernmental organization in
Switzerland and Mongolia to continue
and extend this project in accordance
with the re-introduction
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Home on the range in Khustai National Park as winter draws to a close



