Ap. Paiinxapg LHngpmx:

“MoHronbiH roebfy MAIHraH Taxb
6311493XC3H" ra)xx Mmepeegaer

OsnoH yncbiH Taxb rpynn/OY T/ HuiiramnaruiiH epeHxuinery [ip. Paiinxapg LUnugpuxtaii /Reinhard Schnidrig/
apunynaa. Yr Huiramnaruir 1999 oHg lepmaH yncbiH upraH Kpuctuan OcBanbpg, LLiBesiyap yacbiH uprag
XaH NMbep 3utirgppug, 6onoH fJopotree LLitTaMm Hap aHX caHaaynaH bailiryyncaH 6erees xyeb Xymyyc, baliranb
CYANaay, 33pa13r aMbTaHJ 3/13rT3H XYMYYCHITH JIOMMI3raap yiln axkunnaraa sasyyngar Tbb oM 6aiiHa.

MaHaii ync Taxb CIprasH HyTarwyynaap 6araryi
Xyrauaa eHrepnee. TaHail HUAFrAMNITUIAH TYYX,
30puUnrooc sipunLiaraa axanbe. OHropceH
XyrauaaHg, X3/139H T0O TOJIroi TaXb T39BIPJI3H
HyTarwyynaap, 6aiiHa Ba?

OnOH yNCbIH Taxb rpynn Hb MOHroN yncbiH 3acrumH
rasapTau ypT XyralaaHbl r3p33 6anryyncHbl YHAC3H
[939p TaxWiMH yyryyn HyTar 6050x FoBUIAH UX gapxaH
yaasart rasap /FT'MALTI/-bIH “B” xacarT Taxuir
CIPrasH HyTarwyymk 6arHa. IH3 xyrauaaHg, 3yy

rapymn Taxuir EBponooc MoHron pyy T93B3psiaH
aBuuMpy HyTarwyysmnaa. Yyryyn HyTart Hb aBUMPCHbI
Jlapaa TaxuyabIr CYpPriH 6yTuag opyyngar. TaxuiH
TI9BIPNANTUIT XOEP Ye LWaTTanraap Xaparkyymk
HyTarwyynaapg 6aviHa. Hargyrasp wartang Espon,
ABCTpasnMinH aMbTHbI XYP33/3H, YPXXYYIrMNH raspaac
HUAT 89 Tonrom Taxunr 1992-2004 oHA T33B3PN3H
aByMpcaH. Ynmaap TaxuiH 100 Tonron 150-4 xypaag,
6annaa. Xapamcantan Hb 2009 oHbl eBen M'MALFbIH
“B" Xacar, TYYHUM OpYHbI 6yca 6anranumH raMLimr,
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Dr. Reinhard Schnidrig:

| dream that one thousand
wild horses would pasture n

the Mongolian

Gobi Desert

We interviewed Dr. Reinhard Schnidrig, President of the International Takhi Group. The organization was
initiated and founded by German national Christian Oswald and Swiss nationals Jean-Pierre Siegfried
and Dorothea Stamm in 1999, and it is a non-governmental organization operating with the support of

individual persons, nature researchers and lovers of wild animals.

UX 3y TOXMONACOH oM. 3yAHaap TaxuiH CYpPrunH
70-aac nnyy xyBb Hb XOPOrZL0X, 61 TOM Cypramx
aBcaH. TUMM33C X0€p Aaxb WaTHbI TI3BIPNINTUNAT
2012 oHooC axnyymK 39 TOO TONFON TaxMUr axXuH
T99B3pNnaag 6anHa. Hereetanryyp 2009-2010 oHbI
3y[ rax 6anranuiH Wwanrapfbir gaBaH TyyscaH
Taxuya XypAaH ecy, YPXXCaH 6unas. 3yyHrapbIH
roBb, ANnarHyypblH roBbg eree 277 T00 TONIroM Taxb
CYP3rnaH MA33LWNaX 6anHa.

[A3nxuinp XoBOp 3H3 aMbTHbIr 3yl 30XMCTOMN 6Crexes,
6aviranuiiH 6onoH 6ycag, XyumH 3yincaac ynbaarai
63pxLwaan ToxuonaA/or yy?

EBpONooc T93B3pNaXx aBupaxag XyHAP3INTaN 3ymn
OULLIY TOXMONLOHO. M9XA33 9H3 60N AynaaH yyp
amMbcranaTan OpHOOC MPC3H Taxb MOHIOJbIH Xyypawn
3YH, XYWUT3H canxuTan eBeng gacaH 30xmLox
6anranvinH WanryypbiH A3praf XWKuUr acyygarn.
XalwaaHaac Hb rapraxx 6anranb TaBuxag Taxb
TOPOJIX 36Hreepee NAIILLIX razpaa CoOHrofor.
3apnar 6anranbfaa spraH HyTarwmxag yyp aMmbcrarn,
©BC TIXK33/1, XanaBapT 6BUYMH, apaaTaH aMbTaH rasj,
OJIOH LWanryypTam Hyyp Tynax Hb XKam ECHbl acyygann.
YYHUIr AaBaH Tyynax Hb 33pnar 6airanbf OpLUvH
TOrTHOXbIH YHASC 6ongor. TMMM33C MaHal TeCMIH
30punro 605 TaxuiH CYprunr 6anranmmnH xamaapaa
©CY YPXUX HeXLIeNneep XxaHrax sisgas oM.

Taxuiir HyTarwyynax raspaa CoHroxgoo 6asiranb,
uar yypbiH Heneer Toouoonpor yy? OXY, Xatagaa
Taxb HyTarwyymx 6airaa. xa2s MoHrong
HyTarwyyscHaapaa ssmap AaByy Tanrtai B3?
MoHrong Taxb HyTarwyynax TeCIMNAT aXJIYYNIaXA39
JananuTan cyganraa XuncaH 6anpar. OHeeaep
OANXUINH XaMX33HA MoHrong rypas, OpocCT Har,

Quite a long time has passed since the
reintroduction of takhi (Przewalski’s horse) in
Mongolia. Let's start our interview with the history
and goals of your society. How many takhi have you
brought to Mongolia in the meantime?

The International Takhi Group is reintroducing takhi
in the Great Gobi B Strictly Protected Area under

a long-term agreement with the Government of
Mongolia. Over the past 27 years, we have brought
over 100 takhi to Mongolia. After releasing them free
in their native land, takhi form their own groups. The
transportation and relocation of takhi was carried
out in two stages. In the first stage, we brought 89
takhi from zoos and breeding stations of Europe
and Australia between 1992-2004. The population
of takhi had reached 150 by 2009. Unfortunately,

in the following winter a natural disaster or zud

took place in the Great Gobi B Strictly Protected
Area and its buffer zone. It resulted in the death

of about 70% of the takhi population. We learned

a hard lesson. Therefore, we started the second
stage of transportation and brought another 39
takhi to Mongolia since 2012. On the other hand, the
takhi which survived the 2009-2010 zud have also
bred quickly and successfully since. Presently, 277
takhi are roaming free in the Dzungarian Gobi and
Alagnuuryn Gobi deserts.

Were there any hindrances encountered in the
course of efficiently breeding this animal species
which is endangered worldwide?

There are many impediments to their relocation
from Europe. But it is dwarfed by the issue of natural
selection among the takhi relocated from breeding
stations in lands with a mild climate to the dry
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XAaTagap x0€p rasapT Taxb HyTarwyymk 6anHa.
DArasp OpHOOC TaxMIr CIPradH HyTarwyynax
XYCanTuur MoHron ync aHx rapracHaapaa
OHLMOrTON. MeH TYYHUN3H Taxb 33pnar 6awrasb
[93p ycTaxaacaa ©eMHe MOHrong, xaMrunH cyyng
ambfapy 6ancaH raArMinr ofioH yncag XyaaaH
3eBLlweepaer. OpocbiH 3pAIMTI[, TAXUMII CIPrasH
HyTarwyynax raspyyabir 1980-aas; oHooC xanx 6yx
TYBLUMHZA, CYAANCHbIT X3N13X X3parTan. MoHron ync
apAuusicaH HUNFAMZ, WWHKCIHMIM fapaa EBponbiH
cyAnaaung TaxuiH cypanraar ryHsrumpyynicaH
toM. O,00ro0C X343H 3YYH XMUNAH 6MHe Taxb
EBpasuiiH Tang gypaapaa naaawumk 6anB. Taxb
CIPragH HyTarwyynax 60/TOMXTON X3/, X343H
raspbir cyflancHbl YHACAHA 3YYHrapblH rOBUIH
TaXuiH TanbIr COHrOCOH. Y4up Hb TaxviH Tan

60J1 3H3 aMbTHbI MA33LLNIK 6arcaH CYYIYMIH
HyTartam xaMruvH omp 6angar. Oepeep xanéan,
Taxb CYYN4MiH yaaa 6ytoy 1969-aaf OHbl 3L,C33p
TaxuiH Tan opunMz xapargax 6amxas. Ep Hb
3yyHrapbliH roBbf TaxuinH Tan, Taxb yc, TaxuiH wap
Hypyy, TaxviH LiaBYaan 33par yyryymn HapLLUMTIN
TaxbTal XoN600TON ra3ap HyTar oJIoH 6uiA.
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summer and cold wind of winter in Mongolia. When
takhi are released from the enclosure, they choose
their pasture with their evolutionary evolved instinct.
It's natural that they encounter many challenges such
as harsh climate, scarce forage, infectious diseases,
and predators in the course of their assimilation to
the wild nature. Surviving these natural challenges is
the imperative prerequisite for their existence in the
wild nature. Therefore, our project aims at providing
the conditions for the natural breeding of takhi herds.

Do you consider the natural and climate factors
when choosing the lands for relocating takhi?
Russia and China are relocating takhi too. What is
the advantage of Mongolia for takhi relocation?

An extensive study was carried out before starting
the project for takhi relocation to Mongolia. Presently,
takhi are being relocated only in three places in
Mongolia, one place in Russia and two places in
China. Mongolia was the first country among them
to make a suggestion to relocate takhi. Besides, it is
internationally acknowledged that Mongolia is the
native land of the last remaining takhi before their
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TUMMaac 3yyHrapblH roBb 6051 XaMIMIH OJIOH Taxb
amMbapax 60110MXTOM HyTar. XycTanH HypyyHZ,

4 TUIM 60IOMX XOMC. YUMpP Hb OMpP OPYMMA Hb
rasap TapuanaH 3pxan4ar yypaac Taxb fypaapaa
naaswnmk yagaarryn. Llaawmn6an, OnoH yncbiH
6alranb xamraanax xon6ooHooc rapracaH (IUCN
/The International Union for Conservation of

Nature) 3eBnem, 3aaBapuunraaraap MaHam Tecen
X3PaMKA3raapaa OHUJIONTON. SH3 Hb Hanranbiaa
YCTaX Yy 60/1COH 33pJar aMbTAbIT X3PX3H
CIPrasH HyTarwyynax Tyxau 3eBleMxX oM. YnMmaap
TaxXUWr HyTarwyynaxblH eMHe MOHIoJbIH FroBb,
JaxvH aMmbapax YagamMmiKTan 3CIXMIr cyaasncaH.
WIMHXYY CapraaH HyTarwyynaxgaa éycaf 3apnar
aMbTaHTan X3pPX3H 30XMLIOH aMbApax 30XUA40Aroor
XapransaH y3gar. 3Ha 6yx WaapanarbIr xaHracaH
rasap 6051 MoHronbIH roBb. XapBa3 ABCTpanug Taxb
HyTarwyysnHa raBan 6uenaxrym mepeegesn. Yump

Hb TOHA Taxb X3333 Y HyTarnax 6anraaryn yypaac
6ycaj aMmbTaHTal 30XULLOH aMbapy Yagaxrym.

Taxb ragar aMbTaH ycTaxaz, Xy/raiH aH HesleesiceH
60510B yy raxk 6oaaor. 0800 YYH33C ypbaumnnaH
COPruinnax 30puaroop OpoH HyTruiH UPragTan
XaMTpaH axunnagaar yy?

OnoH yncbiH 6airanb xamraasnax Xxo1600HO0C
TaxuiH 6alranbh COPrasH HyTarwyysaxaac eMHe
yCTCaH LWanTraaHbIr cygasncaH 6anxbIr Wwaapaaar.
dAraap WantraaH Hb 6anraa uart TyxalH aMmbTHbIT
CApPrasH HyTarwyynaxag apcaantan. XX 3yyHbl 9X3H
yen Taxunr ofIHOOp arHaX 6amxag XynraH aHrMmH
TyXaw XyynMnH 30XuuyynanT 6apar 6anraaryn. Tap
yen TaxMmr OpoH HYTrMMH UPrafaac Uiyy Kasakyyn
arHagar 6avicaH. MeH XsiTag ync pyy xvn gascaH
TaxXUWr arHax ToXuosnaos an16ar 6ams. MasnblH TOO
TOJNIFOM 8COXUIH X3P33p TaxbTal HyTar 631433p
AaBxuax 6ancaH Hb Taxb ycTaxag MeH HeJ1eeCceH.
Bup Taxunr HyTarwyynaxslH 8MHe MOHIONYYYAbIH
agyyr A433413X ynamxnarn, 3aHWbIr 6166C6eH oM.
MHracHaap Taxuir xampnaxx 6axapxax caTranasp
XaHAax, Xyynb 6ycaap arHaxaa 60sbCoH. Yc,
63/1493pUIH TeNeeX TIMUJIMWAT Manygag, 3eBeep
oMNryynaxblir XM43acaH oM. [JapxaH Laasat rasapT
OpYHbI 6YyC 6anryynaxbiH Tyn4 OPOH HYTIUWH
WPragTav XaMTpaH X3N3MLyyNar 30XMOH 6anryymnx,
acyyanaa aMXunTTan WunacaH. OpYHbl 6YCUIH
MEHEXXMEHTUIH TesieBnereer 6010BCPyyicHaap
ManyblH 6BeJKe6r 30XULYYIDK YafcaH.

[anxuiip XOBOp 9H3 aMbTHbII HyTarwiyyncHaap
TyXaliH CYyM OpPHbI XeNKU/Z, 9epraap Heneex GaiHa
yy?

Taranryi siax B3. MOHrosbIH H3r3H 6axapxarn

60s10X 33pNIar agyyr OPOH HyTarT Hb CAPrasH
HyTarwyyncaHg cyMblH Uprag 6asipnagar. 3Ha

60,1 MeHre 6uL, 6axapxax CaTran rafar yrraapaa

extinction in the wild. It should be noted here that
Russian researchers started to select the land for
takhi relocation already in the 1980’s and carried out
research work at all levels. After Mongolia’s transition
to democracy, European researchers started to study
a possible takhi reintroduction more thoroughly.
Several centuries ago, takhi were pasturing freely

on the Eurasian steppes widely. Takhiin Tal in the
Dzungarian Gobi was selected for takhi relocation as
a result of the exploration of several potential lands.
Takhiin Tal is located most closely to the land where
takhi pastured still in the nineteensixties. Or more
precise, takhi were seen in Takhiin Tal for the last
time in 1969. There are many places in Takhiin Tal
which are named after takhi like Takhiin Tal, Takhi
Us, Takhiin Shar Nuruu, and Takhiin Tsavchaal. And,
Takhiin Tal is a land capable of accommodating
many takhi. Even Khustai Nuruu has not such a
potential. Takhi cannot pasture freely there because
it is surrounded by agricultural lands. Furthermore,
our project is special in that it is implemented
pursuant to the recommendations and guidelines of
the International Union for Conservation of Nature.
These are recommendations for the relocation of
animals already extinct in the nature. The capability
of takhi to re-assimilate to the Mongolian Gobi

was also studied, as well as their ability to co-exist
with other wild animals. The land meeting all these
requirements is the Mongolian Gobi Desert. For
example, the relocation of takhi to Australia would be
a misplaced dream because takhi never lived there.

I think that poaching contributed to the extinction of
takhi. Do you cooperate with the local communities
to prevent poaching?

The International Union for Conservation of Nature
asks for studying the causes of the extinction of a
species before it is reintroducted. It would still be
risky to relocate takhi if the causes of their former
extinction still exist. There were virtually no legal
regulations concerning poaching when the takhi were
hunted in large numbers in the early 20th century.

At that time, takhi were hunted more by Kazakh
hunters than by the local people. And also takhi

that crossed the border into China were frequently
hunted. The overlapping of pastures of the increasing
population of domestic animals with that of takhi
also had an impact on their extinction. We called

on the tradition and habits of Mongolians who exalt
horses. Consequently, they ceased to poach takhi
and now feel a fondness towards takhi. We tried

to make herders understand the competition for
water sources and pastures correctly. We organized
discussions with the local communities in order

to establish areas called buffer zones around

the strictly protected areas. And we successfully



6YXH33C 3pX3M. bua OpOoH HYTIMINH MPraguinr
O3MXUX, aXKJblH 6alp 6Un 60IrOX 30pUSIFO0pP
XaMraananTtblH 3aXMpraaHbl aXunTtaH, 6anranb
XaMraanarypaa TyxaviH OpPOH HyTraac Hb COHIOX
aBaxbIl XMY3343r. TYYHUN3H OPOH HYTarT 3Ko asinan
XKYynunasn XenKyymK 3AUNH 3acruind Yagamxaa
calXpyynax 30puNT TaBbCaH. IHI XYPIIHZ rap
6aas 6anryynax, 434 6yTUMIAH 3apuM acyyanbir
LUMNABIPIIOXI3P TONIeBNeX H6alnHa.

39pnar ambTag, 3yA, raH rayur 33par 6anranuiii
raMiuraac ragHa xanpBapT eBYHeep TOO TO/Nroi Hb
XOPOrA0X TOXMONA0N 6uit toy. TMIIM33C ypbauUnaH
CIpruinax 30puiaroop BakLMH Tapbgar yy?
EBpOMbIH aMbTHbI XYP33N3HI33C T33BIPIIIX
TaxuNr ypbaunUicaH y3nartT opyysk, BakuuH
XUnpar. MoHrong aBuMpcaH Taxunr Har XXun opumm
Jacrax xawaaHg, HyTarwyymK OpoH HYTFMIAH Lar
araap, 63n433puiH ypramang gacragar. TagHunr
XalllaaHaac raprax yHaraH 6airanbf Hb TaBUXbIH
©6MHe 3apuM Laapasiaratai y3narT xampyynaar.
XapuH 6anranbi MA33LLNIDK 3X3JICHI3P XYHUN
OpOJILLOOHOOC B6YP3H rapaar toMm.

Baitranbj TOO TONroM Hb LLEOPCeH y4paac Lyc
OMPTOX, aAyyTan 3pUIA3XKUX TOXMONZO0N rapaar yy?
MaA33)X L@eexeH TOOTOoW CYParnaH aMbaapaar
aMbTaH TYJ LlyC OMPTOX TOXMongon 6min. Taxb

resolved the issue of winter places for herders
by developing plans for the management of the
surrounding areas.

Does the relocation of these rare animals have

a positive impact on the developed of the rural
areas?

Definitely. Soums' residents are happy with the
relocation of the wild horse in their localities, which
is one of the prides of Mongolia. The reintroduction
is more valuable than money as it provokes pride.
We try to select our Protection Unit and rangers
from among the local communities. We also assist
the localities to develop ecotourism and improve
their economic capabilities. In this framework,

we plan to set up ger camps and settle some
infrastructural issues.

Do wild animals diminish in numbers due to
infectious diseases in addition to the natural
disasters like zud and drought? Do the rangers
vaccinate them to prevent such contingencies?
Takhi transported from the European zoos are
examined and vaccinated in advance. Takhi brought
to Mongolia are kept in enclosures for about one
year for the purpose of assimilation to the climate
and pasture forage. They undergo some necessary
examinations before they are released to the wild
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6anranbp ycTcaHbl fapaa EBponbiH aMbTHbI
XYP3913HA HUWAT 13 Tonron N ynaaag 6ancax. Tap
13-aac 104,00 A3NXUIAH XaMX33H/, 6anraa 2000
rapyu Taxb YPXC3H oM. bug Lyc onpTonT 6amxryn
Taxunr cypamk MoHrong HyTarwyynaar. banransg
XYUTO1 Hb YNAA3M 3apUUM YANUMNAar. TOBUXOHA00,
9H3 acyyanbIr 6anranb X 30XULYYNAar raXx onrox
60/1HO. YYH33C ragHa TaxuiH CypartT MOHros
agyyHbl LlyC OpUYUXBUW ragar angac 6un.Taxe rapumH
agyyTaw YpPXUg 0pX, GUONOrUIAH XYBbJ, 3PSIMN3XKMUX
60JIOMXXTON. TMAMSI3C IPSIUNBIKMXIIC 3aUTICXUACIH
604/10ro0 6apMMTNax LWaapgnara rapy UpcaH. Mxaas
roBbA Taxb 6anranuiH xxamaap 3pJIMN3XKNUX HexXLen
XapbLaHryn 6ara. TaxviH cyparT agyyHbl reHUH
M3/133/13J1 OPBOJI1 9H3 aMbTaH yCTaX, 6UAHUIN Hep

nX xefenmep 6ypMeceH 3amxapHa. Taxb XaMaaxX
MOHronbIH H3raH 6axapxanT aMbTaH OHIFOH 33pNar
X3B33P33 YEUMNH Ve[, 6COH TOHKUX YUnpTan.

AMDBTHbI XYP33N19HI33C aBYUMPCaH TaxuiAr 6aiiranbg,
TaBUXAaa XapXaH 6anTragar Ba?

HyTarwyynanTbIr 4OTOpP Hb XaTyy 6a 3eeeH
CyNnanT ra)k Xoép xyBaagar oM. bug anHa 2

aprbir ajib anuir He aluMrnacaH 6angar. AMbTHbI
XYP33MI3Hraac aByYpaaj LWyyn 6anranbg Hb cynnax,
Jacrax xallaaHaac aJc Lar pyy 3opuygaap Tyyx,
TI3BIPNIXMNT XaTyy apra rax xanaapg, 6airaa

FOM. OH3 apra Hb TUAM 4 TOXMPOMMIYI ragar

nature. But after that they are completely free of
human intervention.

Are there cases of incest and hybridization due to
the reduction in numbers?

Of course, there are cases of incest, since the

herds are small. There were only 13 takhi left in the
European zoos after the takhi were extinct in nature.
These 13 takhi have reproduced to become 2000,
which are spread all over the world now. We select and
relocate takhi with no incest problem to Mongolia. The
principle of the survival of the fittest rules nature. In
short, nature regulates this issue. But there is a fear
that the blood of the Mongolian domesticated horse
would blend into the takhi blood. Takhi can mate and
crossbreed with the domestic horse. Therefore, there
arose a need to set a policy for the prevention of such
crossbreeding. But the probability of crossbreeding in
a natural way in the Gobi is relatively low. If the genes
of the domestic horse would mix with the takhi genes
- our enormous efforts would vanish. Takhi, one of the
prides of Mongolia, should thrive forever in its pristine
genetic form.

How are takhi brought from zoos prepared before
they are set free?

There are two relocation methods, hard and soft
release. We have experience with both of these
approaches. The hard release means: after bringing
them from zoos, releasing, driving or transporting the
animals to a remote place. This approach has proved
through scientific rationale and practical experience
not to be suitable for takhi. In the other hand, the
soft release approach was very successful: the takhi
are released into the desert only through opening
the door of the enclosure. Soft release means
assimilating them slowly to all of the local living
conditions like climate, water points and pasture
availability for one year and releasing them after the
snow has melted and new grass is growing in the

spring.

Which countries’ zoos does your project team
cooperate with? Would you narrate the history of
takhi spreading to the European zoos?

Though the beginning of the takhi being taken to
the world zoos is a sad story, it had a happy ending.
Over a century ago, people used to see rare and
beautiful animals native to other continents only

in zoos as they had little chance to travel to other
countries. At that time, trade in wild animals thrived.
To be specific, wild animals were sold to zoos. It is
not accidental that the takhi was named after the
Russian officer Nikolai Przewalski. In the late 19th
century, Russian expeditions came to Mongolia and
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Hb LIMHX3X YXaaHbl YHAICNAN, NpakTUkaap 4
6aTnargcaH. Heree Tanaac, 3eeseH cynax apraap

6yHOy 36BX6H Jlacrax xallaaHbl Xaanraap Hb raprax
6avranbg Hb HyTarwyyscaH Hb aMXXunTTam 60JICOH
FOM. 366/16H CYNNanT rafar Hb UX3BYNISH AXHUN HAM
XXUN XallaaHg 6annrax Lar araap, yc, 6an4ssp rasg
6YX 3yWnA, Hb lacrax, xaBap Lac xalk, eBC HOroo

ypracHbl fapaa HyTarwyynaxbIr XafHa.

TaHali TeCNMINHXeH anb YNCbIH aMbTHbI
XYP33/13HIMIAH 3axupraarai xamTpaH aXulagar Ba.
Taxb uitHxyy EBponbIH aMbTHbI XYP33n3HA TapxcaH
TYYX33C COHMPXYY/Ha Yy?

Taxb A3NXMINH aMbTHbI XYP33JI9HTYYA,3 TapXxcaH
TYYXWUIAH 9XJ1371 TYHUrTan 4 carixaH yun ssgnaap
Tercaer. 3yy rapym XuaniH eMHe XYMYYC rafiHbl
OpHyyLaap asnax 6010MX Mall 6ara 6aicaH yuypaac
XOBOP, Y33CrafIaHTIW, ©6p TUBA aMbappar aMbTAbIr
36BX6H aMbTHbI XYP33J19HI33C N1 Xxapaar 6annaa.

OH3 yep 33pnar aH aMbTHbI Xyfangaa uiyy nxaap
XenKceH. Toapyynban, 6anranuiiH 33pnar aH aMbTAbIT
aMbTHbI XYP33naHA xyaanaaar 6ans. OpocbiH
oduuep Hukonai MNMpxxeBanbCKUIH OBrooOp Taxumnr
LUMHXKIIAX YXaaH HapAaAar Hb yumpTan. XIX 3yyHbl
cyyn4aap OpocbIH cyaanraaHbl aHrnya MoHrong nupx
Taxb r343r aMbTHbI TyXall aHX M333/1CaH. TyxanH
YEUNH aMbTHbl XYP33JI3HTYYA XaaHa 4 6anxrym Taxb
rafar aMbTHbIT XyAangax aB4y Hap XYHA33 6Crexumr
30pbX 6ancaH. TuMMa3c MOHIOIbIH FOBb, TaXMIH
CYPruUMr XoMoprosioH aBnacaH. MIHraxzaaa Hac 6ue
FYMLC3H TaXMNr yCTrax, yHaraHyyabIr Hb aBY siBCaH
6angar. TaxviH yHarbir EBpon xypTan xon 3amp
TI9BIPNIIXAI3 NYYHUIN Cyyraap ynkaar 6ancaH

rapar. XyHa 63px 3aMblH as faanryi ofioH yHara
3ampaa ypargax, LeeH xag Hb EBponT xypcaH. 3yyH
YXUJIMNH 6MHO O 00T MUHX LUWUT 33PN3r aH aMbTaH,
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reported on takhi for the first time. Zoos of that time
aspired to purchase takhi, which had been discovered
in no other places, and thus to raise the reputation
of the zoo. Consequently, they hunted takhi in great
numbers in the Mongolian Gobi. They used to kill
adult takhi and take foals home. It is said that takhi
foals were used to be fed with mare’s milk during
their transportation to Europe. The majority of foals
succumbed to the hardships of such transportation
and died, only a few of them were able to reach
Europe alive. It is sad that there was no concept

for the conservation of wild animals and nature a
century ago. The sad history of the total extinction
of wild horses in the wild due to human fault and

of the survival of only a few in zoos by the 70’s was
the beginning of the happy ending. It is a bitter truth
that these animals would not be pasturing again in
the Eurasian steppes if the zoos had not kept some
of them alive. We vowed to the administrations

of the zoos that we should be responsible for the
assimilation of takhi to the wild nature as we had
stolen them from the wild nature. We brought takhi
from zoos in Switzerland, Germany, Austria, the
Czech Republic, the USA, Australia and Ukraine and
relocated them to Dzungarian Gobi Desert. Today,
there are still more than twenty zoos worldwide
keeping and breeding takhi.

What was your motive to cooperate with the
International Takhi Group?

I had an internship in a breeding station for rare
equids when | was studying at the University of
Berne. That station had takhi. My life is inseparably
connected with horses. | served my military service
in the cavalry and | have my own riding horses back
home on my little farm. My diploma thesis was
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6anranuinr xamraasnHa ragar ownronT 6anraaryi Hb
XxapaMcanTaun. XyHun 6ypyyTai ynngnaac 6omk 1970-
aaj OH raxaf, 33pnar Taxb 6anranbgaa 6ypaH ycTax
36BX6H aMbTHbI XYP33N3HA N YNACSH FYHUIT YA
ABAAN Hb CaxHaap YPraJyknax TYYXUMH 3X YHACUMIAT
TyXaWH ye[ TaBbCaH bangar oM. XapBaa Taxb
aMbTHbI XYP33N1aHJ yNA33ryn 6on EBpasuinH Tang,
9H3 aMbTaH JaxXWH OHIOH 33PJIara3paa CYPIrNaH
amMbJpaxryn 6ancaH Hb rallyyH yHaH. bug “Ta Hap
TaXWWAr OHroH 6amnranuac “xynrammk” yagcaH LWnraa
YHaraH HyTarT Hb COPrasH HyTarwyynax yypar Xynaax
€CTOoMN” racaH WaapAnarbir aMbTHbI XYP33I3HIUIH
3axupraaHg TaBbcaH. LLiBenuap, lrepman, ABCTpH,
Yex, AHY, ABcTpanu, YKpanHbl aMbTHbI XYP33/3H,
YPXYYJITMIAH ra3paac aBuymMpcaH Taxuir 3yyHrapbIH
roBbJ HyTarLyyncaH. HapumH Xamk Magaxrym u
L3NxuiH 20 rapy aMbTHbI XYP33N1aHZ Taxb 6angpar.

OnoOH yNcbiH Taxb FPYNNT31 XaMTpaH aXkunnax
60JICOH LIanTraaH TaHb oy 6ainB?

BEépHbI nx cypryynbg cypy 6avixgaa 1984 oHg
XOBOPA0X 6YM afyyHbl OBMUAH 3YRITYYAUIAT YPXKYYI3X
TeBA fajrnara XMACaH oM. Tap ypXXyynax TeBp,

Taxb 6aricaH. MMHWUI ambapan agyyTan canwrym
xon6ooTon. MaHanx agyyTan ain 6aiicaH 6ereep

61 MOPbT L3PruMnH aHrug, anta xaacaH. AQpuUKUMH
H3r3H 3YMANAH 33PNAT WIDKUTHUI TyXan AUMNSIOMBbIH
aXuWN 6UYNXK, YynaHz aMbgapar 33pnar aMbTAbIH
Tanaapx cypajraaHbl aXJiblH Yp AYHI93p 3pAMUIH
33par xaMraarsicaH oM. 33pJIar UWIHKUTHUIN Tyxamn
cypanraa xuix 6avixgaa OnoH yncbiH Taxb rPyNMviH
cyanaaunatan xon6oo TortoocoH. Tag 2006 oHA
Hajaj xamTpaH axunnax caHan TaBbcaH. bu
MOHIOJIbIH Tan HyTarT Taxb CAPradH HyTarLyymK
6y1 Tyxal ofoHTaa CoHcY 6anB. AQyyHa xanpTaun
yupaac 3H3 Teceng gypransa HargcaH. MuHun
XOJIbIH 30puIro 6051 MOHIOJbIH FOBbA, MSIHFaH Taxb
MA33LLUNIXUAT Xapax.

Baifranbaa MeXceH aMbTHbIT C3pPrasH
HyTarwyyncaH TOXMONJ0N ONIOH 6aiaar yy?

MM TyyX TYH LeexeH 6ui. XKnwwaanoan, OMHep,
AMEPUKT 3apUM TOPJINAH CapMaryHbIr C3prasH
HyTarwyyscaH 6angar. AMbTHbIT COPrasH
HyTarwyynaxaj aMaprynuraac rafiHa acap ux
CaHXYYXWUNT Wwaapaaar. TMMMaac CapraaH
HyTarwyysiaxaac uiyy 33pnaar ambTaH, 6auranuna
yCTranrym aBy ynaax xapartan. Tes asuiH ync
OpHyyZag, Tap TycMaa yyn yypxaw, 3am T33B3p
XOMKUXUWH X3P33p 33pNar aMbTAbIH 3pX Aypaapaa
631493p13X 60/0MXK XOMCAAOr. DHI yTraapaa
CYYJIYMINH OHIOH 33pNar 6anranuMnr xamraanaxblH
Tyna 3acruiiH rasap Hb TyXauH HyTarT yiun
aXunnaraa siByyngar axk axyuH HanK, MpraHum
HUArMUIH Ganryynratam xaMTpaH LWUMNAB3P raprax
X3PIrTa rax 6v ypruanmaap 6ariHa.

about the African wild ass and | earned my academic
degree with a research project on wild animals living
in the mountains. | contacted the researchers of the
International Takhi Group when | was engaged in the
studies of wild equids. In 2006 they proposed that |
cooperate with them. | heard many times about the
takhi reintroduction project in the Mongolian steppes,
so | joined the program eagerly because | love
horses. My vision is to see a thousand wild horses
pasturing the steppes in the Mongolian Gobi Desert.

Are there many cases where animals extinct in the
wild have been reintroduced?

Only a few. Some species of monkeys were
reintroduced, for example in South-America. The
relocation of animals is not only a laborious effort,
but it also requires huge funds. Therefore, it is
desirable to protect and preserve wild animals

and natural habitats rather than to restore them.

In every country in Central Asia the range for wild
animals living freely is shrinking, especially due to
the development of the mining and road sectors.

In this sense, | call upon governments to take
decisions to conserve the last remaining wild lands,
in collaboration with companies operating in the
concerned areas and civil society.



